Gerbera Care Tips

1. Pick the flower of the plant when one or two rows of stamen are visible. This is important because raw flowers need much more energy to develop completely but they have only a few reserves. Due to this  the durability of raw flowers is shorter.

2. Pick the flower of the plant instead of cutting it of. When the stem is cut, a part of it will remain on the plant and starts rotting. This part can infect the heart of the plant, which will result in stagnation in the development of new shoots. Therefore it is very important that the entire stem is will be picked of the plant. 

3. After the flower has been picked, 2 to 4 cm need to be cut of the lowest part of the stem. The lowest part of the stem consists of very narrow xylem vessels, through which the water can hardly be transported into the stem. By cutting of this hard part of the stem the flower can take up the water much better, which is important to avoid breach of the stem and bending necks. Cutting of the stem slanting is preferable. This will avoid that the xylem vessels will be squeezed. There is also a possibility that an air bubble will be sucked into the xylem vessel during the picking of the flower. Because this bubble will block the passage of the xylem vessel, the stem cannot take up any water. By cutting of the lowest part of the stem, these air bubbles will be removed. 

4. Put the stems in clean buckets with clean water immediately after harvesting and place them in a cool area. Before every use these buckets need to be disinfected to avoid the growth of bacteria in it. Bacteria block the stem so that it cannot take up any water. Using clean water is very important, the pH of the water may not be too high, otherwise you create an ideal climate for bacteria. A pH level between 3.5 en 4 is good. Chloride is a good product to be added to the water, because this kills bacteria and makes the pH of the water reduce. An independent Research shows that the concentration of chloride in the buckets, in which the gerberas are put immediately after harvesting, should be between 50 and 100 milligrams per litre water. However, the gerberas may not ever be put in this solution for longer than 4 hours, otherwise the Chloride might cause damage to the stems. This damage can be recognised by small brown stripes or spots on the stem or the bleached colour of the stem. The concentration of Chloride in the basins, in which the gerberas are being watered for a longer period of time, should be lower. The concentration of Chloride may be max. 25 milligrams per litre water. If the concentration of Chloride is lower than 3 milligram per litre, more Chloride should be added. Don’t place the basins in direct sunlight, because it will break off the Chloride. 

5. The basins should be cleaned and disinfected regularly as well, to avoid rapid growth and multiplication of bacteria. The gerbera flowers should be put in water between 6 to 24 hours to be able to take up enough water before packing. The flowers take up water more easily if a large part of the stem is placed in water, 10 to 15 cm is ideal. The temperature may not be too high during this period, because otherwise the flowers would lose too much water through evaporation. A temperature between 10° en 15° Celsius is ideal. 


6. The area in which the gerberas are being watered for a long period should be free from ethylene. Ethylene is an ageing hormone that affects the durability of the gerbera. Ethylene is liberated for example from the exhaust-gases of engines. To avoid ethylene ageing of the gerbera flower, it is recommendable to turn of the engine of the truck during loading, as a precaution. 

7. During the long period of watering the flowers, special flower nutrition can be added to the water. This gerbera flower nutrition consists of sugars and ingredients to bring the pH down as well as to reduce the growth of bacteria. Sugars have a favourable effect on the durability of gerbera flowers, but if only sugars would be added, this would seriously stimulate the growth of bacteria, so this is not recommendable. A high concentration of sugars in the petals make it easier for the flower to take up water, which results in a better blooming of and a better durability. 

8. The loss of water in a gerbera flower causes ageing, so this should be avoided as much as possible. Avoiding draught or wind, as well as increasing the relative humidity around the gerberas up to 70% can decrease the evaporation of water by the flower. 

9. During transport the process of live of the gerbera can be slowed down by keeping them a cool climate. By slowing down the process of live, the reserves in the flower won’t be used and so they are saved for usage during blooming at the consumer’s. The ideal temperature during transport is between the 6° and 9° Celsius. 

10. Re-use of carton boxes is economic, but due to the regular use of the same boxes and the limited possibilities to disinfect the boxes, they could become a source for bacteria. Therefore it is not advisable to re-use the boxes too often. All above mentioned recommendations to increase the durability of the gerbera flower will only be effective if the hygiene will be increased on all mentioned points.


11. From the gerberas which have been transported dry to their buyer, the part of the stem which dried in, should be cut off slanting with a clean knife before putting them in clean water. It is very important that the vases are disinfected before use and that clean water is used. It is preferable to use water with gerbera flower nutrition, but if not available a low concentration of chloride is good as well. 
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